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THE CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN 


We're lucky! Some mighty nice people have consented to help get 
things done. As Chairman of the Directory Committee, Helen Faye has 
already begun work toward the eventual issuance of our Directory of 
Picture Sources. She tells you more about it in this issue, but may 
I ask you not to expect publication in a day, or even a year. All 
members of her committee will be volunteers, doing this work after 
business hours, Viola Gusdanovic has agreed to continue as our 
archivist, a difficult job which she has done faithfully. Member-= 
ship chairman, Franziska Schacht, who has always been our most 
enthusiastic recruiter, is now buttonholing prospects. Mrs. Minna 
Breuer, our very able editor, has agreed to go on being our editor. 
And, incidentally, I learned that PICTURESCOPE's reputation is 
steadily increasing in the world outside our circle, which should 
make us all proud. 


Working to make sure that we have a good Boston Convention 
program are Mrs. Elsie P. Heyl of the Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
Baltimore, who will do the coordinating and Josephine A. Hope of 
the Brookline (Massachusetts) Public Library, who will serve as local 
representative, And while I am on the subject, do remember to 
reserve next May 26 = 30 for your Convention. In fact, it's not too 
early to start telling your boss how much value there is to be 
derived from attending. 

Pictorially yours, 


OBIT: Maurice Symonds 





November 12, 1591 = August 1), 1956 


Maurice Symonds, chief librarian of THE NEWS, New York, for 
nearly 35 years, died suddenly in his office of a heart attack. 
Born in London, he began his newspaper career as an office boy to 
Hugh Graham, later Lord Athelston. Maurice Symonds joined THE NEWS 
after serving as assistant librarian on the old NEW YORK HERALD for 
ten years. He was appointed head of THE NEWS library in July 1922. 
Using his simplified filing system, he expanded the half-dozen 
filing cabinets to some 550 units containing 5 million photographs 
and clippings. 


He was one of the five founders and charter members of the 
S. L. A. Newspaper Division and a member of the Picture Division 
since its beginning. Maurice Symonds pioneered in the organization 
of a major photographic library and was unstintingly generous in 
sharing his experience and knowledge. 
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PITTSBURGH CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 

Thirteen Division members were registered at the Pittsburgh 
Convention, June 3-7, 1956, but they did not represent the only SLA members with picture 
interests. Josephine Cobb and Alice Lee Parker of the District of Columbia and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Martin and Mrs. Alice P. Hook of Ohio were first occupants of the Picture 
Division suite at the Hotel William Penn on Sunday. They attended the exhibits and the 
buffet supper, and later, a meeting of the Advisory Council where, among other matters, the 


importance of division archivists was stressed. All were urged to keep their division 
bulletins on file. 





Monday, June : 

At the luncheon meeting that noon Betty Hale of New York and Mrs. Margaret Blaker of 
Washington brought Picture Division attendance to six. Margaret Scriven, Librarian, 
Chicago Historical Society, spoke on "Preservation and Restoration of Materials." 
Mrs. Scriven touched on pictorial materials only in general terms. In the discussion period 
Miss Cobb reported that a re-examination of the merits of lamination for photographs and 
prints is in process at the National Archives and the Bureau of Standards, Although maps 
are still being laminated at the Library of Congress, no prints or art materials are so 
preserved. Miss Cobb suggested microphotography as a solution to some problems and individual 
photocopying of rare items as a sure and inexpensive procedure. This session was attended by 
Insurance, Map and Newspaper Division members also. (Miss Scriven's paper will be published 
in Special Libraries, -Ed.) 








Classification 

Twenty-six members representing the Picture and Newspaper Divisions attended the 
evening discussion on "How to Classify a Picture." The panel conducted by Betty Hale, 
included Alma Eggleston, Mrs. Margaret P. Nolan, and Franziska Schacht. The discussion 
revealed aereement that efforts to provide controls should be continued but there was 
some question as to calling this operation "classification". Should it be termed 
"subject-heading work" instead? (Subject-headication?) 


Tuesday, June 5: 

At the Bulletin Editors! Round Table breakfast, Picture Division was represented by 
Franziska Schacht for the editorial staff of PICTURESCOPE. An interesting development here 
was the possibility of the Wilson Company including Division bulletin articles in indexing 
for Library Literature. (A file of back issues of PICTURESCOPE has been forwarded for 
consideration for this index.) 

After luncheon on the terrace of the Shenley Park Hotel, members of the Picture and 
the Museum Divisions visited the Henry Clay Frick Fine Arts Department in the University's 
Cathedral of Learning. Jeanette Shirk, Librarian of the Library was hostess. Mrs. Hook, 
chairman of the meeting, introduced the speaker, Professor Walter Read Hovey, Director of 
the Fine Arts Department. 








Fine Arts 

Director Hovey described the library as primarily for scholars and students but 
emphasized that it is also open to the general public for reference. He stressed their 
desire to keep the library from becoming too precious and isolated from the students and 
cited the series of exhibitions planned for public appeal as an example of their effort 
to develop enthusiasm for the library among students and the public. Policy in 
collecting materials for the library has stressed originals rather than reproductions, 
They try to instill in the students a sense of relationship between the study of the 
history of art and other studies. For this reason, they plan for a definitive coverage 
of all phases of art with emphasis on archaeology, the history and philosophy of art 
and factual information about technical problems in art. The library has special 
emphasis on the art of the Orient which Director Hovey cited as a demonstration of the 
great differences between the Eastern and Western mind. The extensive Oriental 
collection in the Frick Library fills a regional lack as no other art library in that 
section of the country has strong Oriental holdings. 

Particularly well covered in this library are: facsimiles of illuminated manuscripts, 
Oriental facsimiles, the art of the print, the art of the book, city planning and re- 
development of Pittsburgh. The library contains 25,300 books and 62,000 photocopies 
of art works. These are used more for teaching than for research, 





S 





PICTURESCOPE Vol. IV #3 p18 
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Following this talk there was a tour of the library and the series of classrooms on 
the ground floor of the Cathedral, known as the Nationality Rooms. The rooms are used 
regularly by classes and each is a replica of a classroom of another country or another 
era, containing furniture and decorations of the respective countries. 


Photographs 

Another collection housed in the Cathedral of Learning is the Pittsburgh Photographic 
Library whose director is Frederick E. Lange. This unique group of ‘ocumentary 
pictures covers many aspects of Pittsburgh before the great rebuilding program 
started and continues into the period of demolition and clean-up. The 30,000 
negatives were made under the direction of Roy E. Stryker, with a staff of 
distinguished photographers, Esther Bubley and Sol Libsohn among them. 

The set-up of this Photographic Library is very much like that at Standard Oil 
(N.J.) in New York. Eight by ten enlargements are grouped according to subject in 
books, with negative numbers and captions appearing opposite each picture. Prints 
are available to the public at $1.00 each, including reproduction rights. Among 
the subjects in this file are medicine (hospitals, clinics, visiting nurses), 
industry (especially steel), river traffic, demolition of buildings and building 
construction, and the life of the people. 





Wednesday, June 6: 

The Annual Business Meeting was called to order by Josephine Cobb, Chairman. 
(Minutes of the meeting and annual reports are on the next pages.) The featured speaker, 
Abraham L. Kaminstein, Chief of the Examining “ivision, Copvright Office, Library of 
Congress, spoke on "Problems of Copyright for Pictures and Photographs." The full text 
of this specially prepared report is scheduled to appear in a forthcoming issue of 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES. 

Wednesday afternoon, Charles J. Nelson, manager of the Westinghouse Photographic 
Services was host to the Division members. Roy E. Stryker, originally scheduled to speak 
on "Industrial Photography", was unable to attend. At the Westinghouse photographic 
laboratories the members were rewarded by seeing what is probably one of the most complete 
and efficiently run industrial public relations photographic departments in the U.S. 








Westinghouse 
For many years Westinghouse has been known as one of the best sources for industrial 
pictures. Full coverage in black and white has been given to the various phases of 
the company's manufacturing activities. These pictures are on file in books of 
contact prints with key negative numbers, and there is a highly successful cross- 
indexing system which really works and is kept up to date. Mr. Nelson's filing 
organization is well worth a detailed description as a model of its kind. (We shall 
try to obtain it for a future issue. -Id.) 

A collection of "atmosphere" pictures is being brought together for the use of 
New York and Pittsburgh public relations offices. These files will be available 
this autuwm in the New York PR office; they will be in book form for users to browse 
through. 








In concluding this Convention report (most of it furnished by Miss Cobb and Mrs. Faye), 
we wish to express our gratitude to Jeanette Shirk who went far beyond the call of duty 
as convention representative in arranging our programs. We only regret that we could not 
take full advantage of all the opportunities she offered, the many other places to visit 
and people to meet. To Mrs. Hook, who, for the second time in this Division's brief history, 
assumed the role of convention coordinator, our deepest appreciation. 

We welcome the following Picture Division "freshmen" at their first convention: 
Mrs. Camilla Painter Leucke, U. S. Information Agency; Mrs. Margaret Blaker, Bureau of 
Ethnology, Smithsonian Inst.; Joe D. Thomas, National Archives; Marjorie Douglas and Ruth K. 
Field, Missouri Historical Society; and Beatrice Stuart of the Picture Morgue, Guy Gannett 
Publishing Company, Portland, Maine. 
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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING, Pittsburgh, June 6, 1956 
MINUTES: 





Josephine Cobb, Chairman of the Picture Division gave the thirteen members present 
her personal greetings and reminisced about the similarities between the growing pains 
of the Picture Division and those of the still picture section of the National Archives. 

The appointment of Ruth Beach and Jean McNiece as production committee for 
PICTURESCOPE was confirmed. Miss Cobb reported that the Library of Congress has requested 
a complete set of PICTURESCOPE. It was suggested that we charge LC the usual subscription 
price to non-members and that we request that this builetin be bound and catalogued to make 
it more useful. 

Miss Cobb brought up the lack of a constitution for the Division and suggested that 
the incoming chairman name a committee to look into this.* She read the organizational 
structure adopted by the first officers of the Division in 195) and proposed further 
consideration of this. She also suggested that after a constitution has been formally 
adopted copies be distributed to all members. The reading of the Annual Report was 
dispensed with as it is being published in this issue of PICTURESCOPE. 

The report of the \ominating vommittee, Herbert C. Kluge, Chairman, was read by 
Joe D. Thomas, elections teller, The following officers were declared elected to serve 
1956-1958: 

Chairman: Betty Hale 
Vice-chairman and Chairman-elect: Mrs. Elsie Phillips Heyl 
Secretary=Treasurer: Celestine Gilligan 


The vice-chairman of this year's Nominating Committee, Eleanor Mason automatically serves 
as that committee's chairman in the next election in 1958. 

It was proposed that a monthly list of hard-to-find pictures be published. After 
discussion it was decided that it is advisable for those searching for particular subjects 
send their reauests to the editor of PICTURESCOPE for publication. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HELEN FAYE 
Secretary=-Treasurer 195-1956 


- For Treasurer's report, see PICTURESOOPE, Vol. IV # 2, June 1956, p.15 - 


From the incoming Chairman, Betty Hale: 


%* By-Laws: The first officers of the Picture Division had already determined from the 
S.L.A. that no formal constitution is required for a Division. Our administra- 
tive organization is given in this issue of PICTURESCOPE as a supplement. 


ANNUAL REPORT 1955-1956 (Summary) 


1. Status of the Project: Revision of the Guide to Still Picture Collections in the 
District of Columbia. There has been little change in the 5 x 8 cards that make 
up the Guide in its records centers, the changes in location have been recorded, 
and many additions have been made to the whole. 


At the request of the Washington, D.C. Group, an estimate of the cost of publication 
of the Guide as it now stands was obtained. The estimate was made for $800.00 
providing 1000 copies in format similar to that used for the S.L.A. "Guide to the 
Map Collections in the District of Columbia," but with better provision for binding. 


2. Report of the Membership Chairman: James E. Edmonds. Membership in the Picture 
Division grew during 1955-56, increasing to a total of 147. Although a few members 
dropped out, sixteen new members were added to the roster. No effort was made to 
revive the interest of those members who left and the Chairman suggests that some- 
thing might be done along this line by his successor. Mr. Edmonds feels that the 
advantage to membership in PICTURESCOPE could be strengthened if the publication 
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ANNUAL REPORT continued: 


he 


could be expanded and made available to members without additional charge. If not 
practical, the subscripticn price to non-members could be raised substantially. 
The Chairman retires with warm thanks to the Officers and to everyone whose 
encouragement and advice helped so much to lighten the Chairman's chore. 


Report on the "Rules for Cataloging Prints and Photographs," Library of Congress. 
During the year, the Committee of the Library of Congress to prepare the draft 
"Rules for Cataloging Prints and Photographs" met seven times and several revisions 
of the wording of the rules were adopted. Suggestions from members of the Picture 
Division at a workshop discussion at the Detroit Convention were considered. The 
rules are still in draft awaiting clearance before they can be submitted to the 
American Libraries Association. The following Picture Division members have served 
on this Committee: Alice Lee Parker, Virginia Daiker, Hirst Milhollen from the 
Library of Congress and Josephine Cobb, consultant from National Archives. The 
chairman was Joseph W. Rogers of the Copyright Office, and the secretary was 

Mrs. Elizabeth Dunne. 


Report of the Bulletin Editor, 1955-56: Mrs. Minna H. Breuer. Since the 1955 
convention there have been four issues of PICTURESCOPE, the quarterly newsletter of 
the Picture Division. Each issue ran to 7 or 8 pages. Harcourt Brace & Co. have 
printed enough masthead sheets for use throughout 1956, The Grolier Society, Inc. 
will reproduce each of the 1956 issues. To these firms and to Mrs. Helen Faye and 
James E, Edmonds our gratitude for this important contribution. 


The Editorial Board appointed at Detroit and the staff of reporters have been 
functioning this year, but notto the fullest extent possible. Most items originate 
from only a few sources. Surely there is much unreported picture news in the Mid~ 
west and the West Coast areas! 


The ideal situation in PICTURESCOPE would be to furnish this newsletter free to 
Division members while retaining the subscription basis for non-members. It is 
recommended that this question be placed high on the agenda of the incoming Executive 
Board of the Division. The relation of division bulletins to SPECIAL LIBRARIES, the 
official journal, has been under study by S.L.A. 





In addition to those mentioned above, the Editor wishes to thank Division Chairman 
Josephine Cobb for her helpful suggestions and contributions of articles and 
reviews; William J. Sloan for his reports on the New York Group; Romana Javitz 

for her continuing and vitalizing interest and her ability to supply a seemingly 
endless stream of picture news; Alfred Willers for his perfect preparation of the 
multilith pletes; Ruth Beach and Jean McNiece for their efficient handling of 
production; and Franziska Gay Schacht for her patience and tact in grappling with 
many aspects of publication. 


WHO HAS WHAT 





News about the Directory of Picture Sources 


The compilation of picture sources is a tremendous task and one which the new 
Directory Committee is approaching with some awe. The first attempts by the original 
Directory Committee, starting early in 1953, resulted in the frustrating realization 
that not enough volunteer manpower was available in New York to successfully compile 
a subject index to picture sources in this area through personal interviews at each 
collection. A careful analysis of the problem, with trial questionnaires was worked 
out by its chairman, Bernard Karpel and his assistants, and a good deal of planning 
was accomplished. However, lack of personnel to carry out the field visits made the 
project halt. 
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Starting anew, the present Committee has devised the following plan. We 
propose to publish in PICTURESCOPE a series of lists of picture sources, each 
list covering one subject heading. The compilers of the list will be experienced 
picture librarians from each subject field. Each will survey the major sources in 
his field. 

These lists will be "firsts" - compilations put together for immediate use- 
fulness but probably containing errors and omissions. As faults are remedied, the 
lists will become more comprehensive and precise. Within a period of a few years 
we should have enough sources listed to collate into a general directory of picture 
sources not limited to one geographic area and not attempting to be perfectly complete 
in the first or preliminary version. 

It will be difficult to slant our source lists to all users at once; the art 
historian, the artist, the writer doing research, the picture editor looking for 
pictures for publication, have slightly different requirements. Unavoidably, the 
first lists will reflect the bias of their compilers, but as those of you who use these 
lists let us know your needs and criticisms, we can improve the compilations accordingly. 

Names of those who work on the lists will appear in succeeding issues of PICTURE- 
SCOPE; naturally we welcome volunteers and suggestions. 

As an example of the manner in which the sources will be listed we present the 
following. This is a trial balloon, as it were; we expect the form of the entries to 
change as we hear from you. The original entry is typed in standard 3 x 5 file card 
format. 

- Mrs. Helen Faye 
Chairman, Directory Committee 
Source List example: 
NATURAL HISTORY, PHOTOS 
American Museum of Natural History 
Central Park West and 79th Street 
New York 2), New York TRafalgar 3-1300, Ext. 229 or )h7 


Mr. Robert E. Logan, Dir. of Library 


200,000 to 500,000 photos; no loans; sales only. 

Subjects: museum exhibits, research material, expedition photos; 
copies of paintings and drawings. All branches of natural 
history. 

Will submit photos; print fee charged; repro. fee charged; will 
take photos on assignment including X-ray and microphotos. 
Have lantern slides and color trans. 


NEW PHOTOGRAPHS at NATIONAL ARCHIVES: 
Joe D. Thomas reports that the National Archives has 

accessioned a very large group of photographs from the U. S. Information Agency. 
These are news photographs from 1900-1950, from the Paris Bureau of the New York 
Times. They total 558,000 prints and 330,000 negatives, together with index cards. 
These are filed in boxes, by subject, and cover such events as the Paris Exposition 
of 1900, the Wright flights of 1908 and 1909, inaugurations, the League of Nations, 
Olympic Games, the Ethiopian crisis and World War II. 





CHINESE COLLECTION for sale: 

A significant collection of photographic negatives recording many 
aspects of Chinese life in Peiping and elsewhere in Northern China is offered for sale 
by the photographer Hedda Hammer Morrison. This collection numbering several tens of 
thousands, places special emphasis on crafts and trades and includes notable buildings, 
places of pilgrimages and many other subjects. The negatives are mainly 6" x 6", 
others of larger size. Many would produce enlargements of first quality for exhibition 
purposes. Mrs. Morrison is now engaged in building up a similar documentation on 
native life in Sarawak. For further information, address Mrs. Alistair Morrison, 
Kuching, Sarawak. 
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From the Editor: Mrs. Camilla Painter Luecke, U. S. Information Agency, has indicated 
that a few copies of her "Handbook No. 2 on Photographic Library 
Procedures" are still available. To order, write to the editor of 
PICTURESCOPE and enclose 10¢ to cover mailing cost. 


WE SEE THAT: Mrs. Edna Jones of the Washington Group attended the summer Workshop on 
Audio-Visual Materials at Syracuse University. She then went on to 
Rochester to visit the George Eastman House . . . Josephine Cobb has 
been named picture editor of The Military Chaplain; she selected the 
In} Brady photograph of the chaplain of the 69th New York State Militia 
Ly for the cover picture in May; she also furnished a Brady photograph and 
picture story concerning the presidential election of 1868 for publication 
in the New York Times Magazine, August 26, 1956. In the last week of June 
she was invited to Colonial Williamsburg to study their picture files and 
advise them on reorganization of materials accumulated during the past 
ten years. « » Among new friends made for the Picture Division are Mrs. Eileen Newman, 
Mrs. Roberta Goodwin, Arthur Smith and Dr. Edward P, Alexander . .. Margaret McMahon 
of the Graphic Arts Section at Colonial Williamsburg has retired from picture work 
to go into merchandising there. The loss to the picture field is regretted. Her 
successor Susan Armstrong promises to maintain the same high standard set by "Tunie" 
McMahon .« e « Mrs. Hermine Baumhofer of the Air Force Base, Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, had an article in the July 1956 issue of The American Archivist concerned with 
the care and handling of stills and motion picture materials . . . Paul Vanderbilt, 
State Historical Society, Madison, Wisconsin, has set up a project of locating 
pictures by filing reduced-size paper prints made on microfilm and maintaining the 
original series for preservation without usage. The advantages for oversize items 
is obvious . . . Mr. Vanderbilt reports regretfully that Eye to Eye, the bulletin 
of the Graphic History Society has suspended publication . .. Mrs. Alice P. Hook, 
Ohio Historical and Philosophical Society Library, Cincinnati, headed SLA's Public 
Relations Committee for 1955-56 . . . "With the expert advice and assistance of 
Romana Javitz, a member of the Committee for Special Libraries, the front cover, 
contents page and listing of Association officers and publications were re-designed 
without the expense of new plates or type, and numerous other changes have been made 
to improve the appearance and readability of the journal," quoted from Special Libraries, 
XLVII: 29, July-August 1956... Four Picture Division members, all on the staf? of 
The New York Public Library spent their vacations in Europe, Ruth Beach, Jean McNiece, 
Elizabeth Hajos and William J. Sloan... Mr. Sloan, of “he Picture Collection of 
the New York Public Library is on leave for a special assignment, making a survey of 
methods of housing pictures. 

















MEMBERSHIP: A warm welcome to: John Christian Larsen, Music and Drama Department, 
Detroit Public Library . . . Evelyn Mertz, Queens Village, New York. . . 
Mrs. Kate Trauman Steinitz, Librarian, The Elmer Belt Library of Vinciana, 
Los Angeles, California. 


1957 DUES: 
Before Christmas snows you under, set aside the money for your SLA Dues. 
Associates will pay $10.00 and Active members $15.00. But it's well 
worth it. 





This issue of PICTURESCOPE is reproduced through the courtesy of: 
The Grolier Society, Ince, Publishers. 
Masthead printed through the courtesy of: 
Harcourt, Brace and Co,, Inc. 
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PICTURE DIVISION OFFICERS: 1956 - 1958 


Chairman: Betty Hale, Lbn., Public Relations Dept., Socony Mobil Oil Co., Inco, N.Y., N.Y. 
Vice-Chairman 

(Chairman-Elect): Mrs. Elsie P, Heyl, Head, Picture Collection, Enoch Pratt Free Library, 

Baltimore, Md. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Celestine Gilligan, Art Lon., Young & Rubicam, Inc., N.Y., N.Y. 
Archivist: Viola Gusdanovic, Picture Collection, New York Public Library. 
Directory: Mrs. Helen Faye, Picture Ed., Textbook Dept., Harcourt, Brace & Co., Inco, N.Y., N.Y 
Membership: Franziska G. Schacht, Picture Collection, New York Public Library. 
Nominating: Eleanor Mason, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, Md. 
1957 Convention: Mrs. Elsie P. Heyl, Convention coordinator. 
Josephine Hope, Brookline (Mass.) Public Library, local representative. 


NEW YORK GROUP: 


Chairman: Mrs. Margaret P. Nolan, Superv., Lending Collection, Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
Vice-Chairman; William J. Sloan, Picture Collection, New York Public Library. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Whitney N. Morgan, Lbn., National Recreation Association. 


WASHINGTON GROUP: 


Chairman: Mrs. Marian 8. McNaughton, Curator, Historical Properties Office, Chief of Military 
History, Department of the Army. 
* Vice~Chairman: George E, Pettingill, American Institute of Architects. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Joe Doan Thomas, Still Pictures Section, National Archives. 
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Ly PICTURESCOPE: issued quarterly as the Newsletter of the PICTURE DIVISION of 
al The Special Libraries Association, 31 E. 10th St., N.Y. 3, N.Y. 





EDITORTAL BOARD: Editor: Minna H. Breuer; Associate Editors: Romana Javitz, Franziska Schacht, 
Production: Ruth Beach, Jean McNiece, Whitney N. Morgan. 





Address communications to the Editor: Mrs. Minna H,. Breuer, 2? Williams Court, Albany 3, 
New York, For information about subscriptions, write to Miss Celestine Gilligan, c/o 
Young & Rubicam, Inc., 285 Madison Avenue, New York 17, New York. 


SUBSCRIPTION FOR PICTURESCOPE: Fili in form, clip and mail, Division members $ 1,00 
Please make check payable to Celestine Gilligan, Treas. Non-Members $ 2.00 
Miss Celestine Gilligan incliend find check (payable to Celestine Gilligan) 
c/o Young & Rubicam, Inc. or stamps for for one year's subscription to 
285 Madison Ave,, NY 17, Nx PICTURESCOPE, Volume IV (1956). 
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